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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

New Year (2013) is born. I am happy to wish everyone a

Happy and Prosperous New Year. May the Lord accompany

everyone throughout  this year. May our Mother, Mother

of God bless everyone and especially our Diocese. On this

occasion I would like to share some parts of the message

of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI for the Celebration of

the World day of Peace.

“Each New Year brings the expectation of a better world.

In light of this, I ask God, the Father of humanity, to grant

us concord and peace, so that the aspirations of all for a

happy and prosperous life may be achieved.

Fifty years after the beginning of the Second Vatican

Council, which helped to strengthen the Church’s mission

in the world, it is heartening to realize that Christians,

as the People of God in fellowship with him and sojourning

among mankind, are committed within history to sharing
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humanity’s joys and hopes, grief and anguish,1 as they

proclaim the salvation of Christ and promote peace for all.

In effect, our times, marked by globalization with its positive

and negative aspects, as well as the continuation of violent

conflicts and threats of war, demand a new, shared

commitment in pursuit of the common good and the

development of all men, and of the whole man.

It is alarming to see hotbeds of tension and conflict caused

by growing instances of inequality between rich and poor,

by the prevalence of a selfish and individualistic mindset

which also finds expression in an unregulated financial

capitalism. In addition to the varied forms of terrorism

and international crime, peace is also endangered by those

forms of fundamentalism and fanaticism which

Cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Pastoral

Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, Gaudium

et Spes, 1.4 distort the true nature of religion, which is

called to foster fellowship and reconciliation among people.

All the same, the many different efforts at peacemaking

which abound in our world testify to mankind’s innate

vocation to peace. In every person the desire for peace is

an essential aspiration which coincides in a certain way

with the desire for a full, happy and successful human

life. In other words, the desire for peace corresponds to a

fundamental moral principle, namely, the duty and right

to an integral social and communitarian development,



3

which is part of God’s plan for mankind. Man is made for

the peace which is God’s gift.

All of this led me to draw inspiration for this Message

from the words of Jesus Christ: “Blessed are the

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God”

(Mt 5:9).

Jesus Christ, in particular, grants us true peace, which

is born of the trusting encounter of man with God. Jesus’

beatitude tells us that peace is both a messianic gift and

the fruit of human effort. In effect, peace presupposes a

humanism open to transcendence. It is the fruit of the

reciprocal gift, of a mutual enrichment, thanks to the gift

which has its source in God and enables us to live with

others and for others. The ethics of peace is an ethics of

fellowship and sharing. It is indispensable, then, that the

various cultures in our day overcome forms of anthropology

and ethics based on technical and practical suppositions

which are merely subjectivistic and pragmatic, in virtue

of which relationships of coexistence are inspired by

criteria of power or profit, means become ends and vice

versa, and culture and education are centred on

instruments, technique and efficiency alone. The

precondition for peace is the dismantling of the dictatorship

of relativism and of the supposition of a completely

autonomous morality which precludes acknowledgment of

the 6 ineluctable natural moral law inscribed by God upon

the conscience of every man and woman. Peace is the
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building up of coexistence in rational and moral terms,

based on a foundation whose measure is not created by

man, but rather by God. As Psalm 29 puts it: “May the

Lord give strength to his people; may the Lord bless his

people with peace” (v. 11).

Peace: God’s gift and the fruit of human effort

Peace concerns the human person as a whole, and it

involves complete commitment. It is peace with God

through a life lived according to his will. It is interior

peace with oneself, and exterior peace with our neighbors

and all creation. Above all, as Blessed John XXIII wrote in

his Encyclical Pacem in Terris, whose fiftieth anniversary

will fall in a few months, it entails the building up of a

coexistence based on truth, freedom, love and justice. The

denial of what makes up the true nature of human beings

in its essential dimensions, its intrinsic capacity to know

the true and the good and, ultimately, to know God himself,

jeopardizes peacemaking. Without the truth about man

inscribed by the Creator in the human heart, freedom

and love become debased, and justice loses the ground of

its exercise.

To become authentic peacemakers, it is fundamental to

keep in mind our transcendent dimension and to enter

into constant dialogue with God, the Father of mercy,

whereby we implore the redemption achieved for us by his

only-begotten Son. In this 2 Cf. Encyclical Letter Pacem in

Terris (11 April 1963): AAS 55 (1963),265-266.7 way mankind
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can overcome that progressive dimming and rejection of

peace which is sin in all its forms: selfishness and violence,

greed and the will to power and dominion, intolerance,

hatred and unjust structures.

The attainment of peace depends above all on recognizing

that we are, in God, one human family. This family is

structured, as the Encyclical Pacem in Terris taught, by

interpersonal relations and institutions supported and

animated by a communitarian “we”, which entails an

internal and external moral order in which, in accordance

with truth and justice, reciprocal rights and mutual duties

are sincerely recognized. Peace is an order enlivened and

integrated by love, in such a way that we feel the needs of

others as our own, share our goods with others and work

throughout the world for greater communion in spiritual

values. It is an order achieved in freedom, that is, in a

way consistent with the dignity of persons who, by their

very nature as rational beings, take responsibility for their

own actions.

Peace is not a dream or something utopian; it is possible.

Our gaze needs to go deeper, beneath superficial

appearances and phenomena, to discern a positive reality

which exists in human hearts, since every man and

woman has been created in the image of God and is called

to grow and contribute to the building of a new world. God

himself, through the incarnation of his Son and his work

of redemption, has entered into history and has brought
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about a new creation and a new covenant between God 3

Cf. ibid.: AAS 55 (1963), 266. 8 and man (cf. Jer 31:31-34),

thus enabling us to have a “new heart” and a “new spirit”

(cf. Ez 36:26). For this very reason the Church is convinced

of the urgency of a new proclamation of Jesus Christ, the

first and fundamental factor of the integral development

of peoples and also of peace. Jesus is indeed our peace,

our justice and our reconciliation (cf. Eph 2:14; 2 Cor 5:18).

The peacemaker, according to Jesus’ beatitude, is the one

who seeks the good of the other, the fullness of good in

body and soul, today and tomorrow.

From this teaching one can infer that each person and

every community, whether religious, civil, educational or

cultural, is called to work for peace. Peace is principally

the attainment of the common good in society at its

different levels, primary and intermediary, national,

international and global. Precisely for this reason it can

be said that the paths which lead to the attainment of the

common good are also the paths that must be followed in

the pursuit of peace.

Peacemakers are those who love, defend and promote

life in its fullness

The path to the attainment of the common good and to

peace is above all that of respect for human life in all its

many aspects, beginning with its conception, through its

development and up to its natural end. True peacemakers,

then, are those who love, defend and promote human life
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in all its dimensions, personal, communitarian and

transcendent. Life in its fullness is the height of peace.

Anyone who loves peace cannot tolerate attacks and crimes

against life.

Those who insufficiently value human life and, in

consequence, support among other things the liberalization

of abortion, perhaps do not realize that in this way they

are proposing the pursuit of a false peace. The flight from

responsibility, which degrades human persons, and even

more so the killing of a defenseless and innocent being,

will never be able to produce happiness or peace. Indeed

how could one claim to bring about peace, the integral

development of peoples or even the protection of the

environment without defending the life of those who are

weakest, beginning with the unborn. Every offence against

life, especially at its beginning, inevitably causes

irreparable damage to development, peace and the

environment. Neither is it just to introduce surreptitiously

into legislation false rights or freedoms which, on the basis

of a reductive and relativistic view of human beings and

the clever use of ambiguous expressions aimed at

promoting a supposed right to abortion and euthanasia,

pose a threat to the fundamental right to life.

There is also a need to acknowledge and promote the

natural structure of marriage as the union of a man and a

woman in the face of attempts to make it juridically

equivalent to radically different types of union; such
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attempts actually harm and help to destabilize marriage,

obscuring its specific nature and its indispensable role in

society.

These principles are not truths of faith, nor are they simply

a corollary of the right to religious freedom. They are

inscribed in human nature itself, accessible to reason and

thus common to all humanity. The Church’s efforts to

promote them are not therefore confessional in character,

but addressed 10 to all people, whatever their religious

affiliation. Efforts of this kind are all the more necessary

the more these principles are denied or misunderstood,

since this constitutes an offence against the truth of the

human person, with serious harm to justice and peace.

Consequently, another important way of helping to build

peace is for legal systems and the administration of justice

to recognize the right to invoke the principle of

conscientious objection in the face of laws or government

measures that offend against human dignity, such as

abortion and euthanasia.

One of the fundamental human rights, also with reference

to international peace, is the right of individuals and

communities to religious freedom. At this stage in history,

it is becoming increasingly important to promote this right

not only from the negative point of view, as freedom from –

for example, obligations or limitations involving the freedom

to choose one’s religion – but also from the positive point

of view, in its various expressions, as freedom for – for
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example, bearing witness to one’s religion, making its

teachings known, engaging in activities in the educational,

benevolent and charitable fields which permit the practice

of religious precepts, and existing and acting as social

bodies structured in accordance with the proper doctrinal

principles and institutional ends of each. Sadly, even in

countries of long-standing Christian tradition, instances

of religious intolerance are becoming more numerous,

especially in relation to Christianity and those who simply

wear identifying signs of their religion.

Peacemakers must also bear in mind that, in growing

sectors of public opinion, the ideologies of radical liberalism

and technocracy are spreading the conviction that

economic growth should be pursued even to the detriment

of the state’s social responsibilities and civil society’s

networks of solidarity, together with social rights and

duties. It should be remembered that these rights and

duties are fundamental for the full realization of other

rights and duties, starting with those which are civil and

political.

One of the social rights and duties most under threat

today is the right to work. The reason for this is that labor

and the rightful recognition of workers’ juridical status

are increasingly undervalued, since economic development

is thought to depend principally on completely free markets.

Labor is thus regarded as a variable dependent on

economic and financial mechanisms. In this regard, I would
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reaffirm that human dignity and economic, social and

political factors, demand that we continue “to prioritize

the goal of access to steady employment for everyone.”4 If

this ambitious goal is to be realized, one prior condition is

a fresh outlook on work, based on ethical principles and

spiritual values that reinforce the notion of work as a

fundamental good for the individual, for the family and for

society. Corresponding to this good are a duty and a right

that demand courageous new policies of universal

employment.”

Once again let me wish everyone a very Happy New Year

2013.

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB

Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme:

03 Thu Vettavalam

04 M Fri St.Charles Convent, Tirupattur

E Fri Flag Hoisting, Guindy

08 Tue Teachers’ Meet

10 Thu Salesians Provincial Chapter, Kavarapettai

13 Sun Sacred Heart Sisters, First Profession

14 Mon Thenimalai

15-16 Sacred Heart Sisters, Tuticorin

17 Thu Wedding, Kolappalur
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18 Fri Basin Nagar, Chennai

19-20 Youth Commission, Trichy

21 Mon Statutes Committee Meeting

24-26 TNBC Meeting, Chennai

27 Sun New Archbishop taking Charge, Chennai

29-30 Recollection

31 Thu Don Bosco, Katpadi

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB

Bishop of Vellore

Considering the pastoral needs of the Diocese, the following

appointment was made:

Rev. Fr. B. Edwin Savariayappa, Parish Priest, Theresapuram

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore

TRIBUNAL APPOINTMENTS

1. Fr. Dr. G.Mathias, L.S.T., D.C.L., Judicial Vicar (Officials)

2. Fr. Dr. A.Francis Xavier, D.C.L., Judge & Defender of the Bond

3. Fr. Dr. A.Mangal David S.T.D., (Moral Theology)

Judge & Promotor of Justice

4. Fr. Dr. A.C.Savarimuthu S.T.D. (Spirituality) Notary

5. Fr. L.Soosainathan M.C.L. Judge

As per the Directives of the Supreme Apostolic Signatura

Tribunal of Rome, dated 5th Nov. 2012 the Tribunal of our

Diocese in Constituted as follows from the 1, January 2013.
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VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

Recollection for the Month of January-2013

Monthly Recollection: 29th Tuesday Evening to 30th

Wednesday Afternoon, 2013.

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy
Vicar General

PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION - 2012

S.No Religious Amount

Brought Forward 39000

1 St.Anne’s Convent - Chetpet 8000

2 Ansaldo College - Chetpet 15000

3 S.D.Convent - Pallalakuppam 1001

4 St.Charles Convent - Ranipet 3000

5 Cluny Convent - Katpadi 5000

7 Carmel Nursery School- Kolappalur 4000

8 Carmel Convent - Kolappalur 1000

9 St.Joseph’s Institutions 55000

10 Yelagiri Hills, Jolarpet Sub Station 23222

11 Vimala Irudaya Convent - Chengam 1000

12 Carmel Madha Convent - Eleyankanny 1000

13 D.M.Convent - Koottar 1000

14 St.Anne’s Convent - Christianpet 1000

15 St.Francis Xavier School - Christianpet 500

16 St.Xavier Primary School - Christianpet 300

17 St.Mazerello Home - Thirupattur 3000
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18 Mary Immaculate Convet - Thirupattur 3000

19 Lourdu Madha School - Thandrampattu 2200

20 D.M.Sisters - Udayarkuppam 1000

21 St.Antony’s Convent - Santhavasal 2000

22 Arockia Madha Mat. School - Old Town 3000

23 St.Louis Convent - Cheyyar 1000

24 St.Lourds Home - Cheyyar 500

25 Mount St.Joseph School - T.V.Malai 10000

                                             Total 184723

S.No Parish Amount

Brought Forward 168529

1 Mazhuvankarunai 11460

2 Arakkonam 30000

3 Mosavadi 15500

4 Haffieldspet 7800

5 Thenimalai 10000

6 Gengapattu 8740

7 Veeralur 5100

8 T.V.Puram 5500

9 Perumanam 1850

10 Somasipadi 2000

11 Gudiyattam 7500

12 Semmiyamangalam 500

13 Vettavalam 70000

14 Chetpet 60000

15 Pallalakuppam 1250
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16 Perunthuraipattu 6000

17 Boodhamangalam 2000

16 Pulavanbadi 1500

17 Pallikonda 3300

18 Vandavasi 43500

19 Arcot 1000

20 Jolarpet 50,000

21 Vaniyambadi 1000

22 Melpudupakkam 4000

23 Thachambadi 39721

24 Pavithram 50000

25 Kariyandal 8000

26 C.Nammiandal 30000

27 Avoor 5000

28 Chengam 4000

29 Koviloor 5000

30 Thirumalpadi 5000

31 Mekkalur 1000

32 Thandrampet 1000

33 Thandrampet 3000

34 Malligapuram 1500

35 Nallur 1500

36 Eleyankanny 70330

                                             Total 743080

All those who have not yet remitted the Mission Sunday
collection are requested to remit to Procurator's office as
early as possible.

Fr. S.Arulappan
Procurator
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HEALTH COMMISSION

The DHA meeting commenced at 10.30 am on 15-12-2012

at TVMSSS with a small prayer and Bible reading under

the leadership of Fr. Gnanajyoti. He welcomed the
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gathering and expressed his happiness over the better

particpation of the institutions. Fr. Gnanajyoti informed

us of the election of a new president and he insisted that

Sr. Rita who belongs to the congregation of Grace and

compassion would shoulder the responsibility. He

expressed the need of electing the secretary and Sr. Elsa

from Cluny Devikapuram was suggested and she willingly

accepted to take up this responsibility.

Introduction of the resource person for the day was done

by himself. Mr. Kumarasamy who is the coordinator of the

T.V.Malai and Vizhupuram unit REACH organization

enlightened us on TB and he told us that people are still

ignorant about this sickness and our role in creating an

awareness among the general public. Mr. Vijayan General

Manager of Athiandal Hospital with his power point

presentation enlightened us on mental health and its

importance in achieving wholeness of health. he is being

well informed of many topics and has vast knowledge in

handling our own self. He taught us some tips to know

ones self. It was indeed a learning experience.

The president Sr. Rita thanked Mr. Vijayan for his

availability in offering us his time and his learning.

Fr. Gnanajyoti asked one of the participants to say a small

prayer before the crib and we sang a carol. Fr. invited the

new president and secretary to cut the cake and we wished

each other Happy Xmas. Fr. organized a delicious lunch

for all of us and after the meal Sr. Elsa proposed the vote
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of thanks and all the participants wished father a very

Happy Xmas and Happy New Year.

Sr. Elsa Fr. K.S.Gnana Jyothi

DHA Secretary Director of TVMSSS and

Health Commission.

LEAD VELLORE

Legal Education and Awareness for Democracy programme

was conducted in the parishes of Vandavasi vicariate

during the month of September, October and the first week

of November. The programme consists of introducing certain

common laws which every citizen needs to know. A book

called Sattam Nam Kayil, consisting 30 laws, is made

available to the people. A team of advocates consisted of

Ms. Lucia, Praveena and fathers Xavier and Jose conducted

sessions for students of Vandavasi and Cheyyar on

Saturdays, besides meeting the people on Saturdays and

Sundays after the Holy Eucharist. Fr. Irudayaraj took us

to one his sub station to interact with the people. The

parishes of Nallur, Mazhuvankarunai, Nelliankulam,

Japtikarni and Thirumalpadi had the same programme for

the people on Saturdays and Sundays after celebration of

the Holy Eucharist. The people were enthusiastic to

participate in the sessions. The Parish Priests, especially

the V.F. Fr. John Peter showed great interest to organise

the people. The lawyers team enjoyed the hospitality of

the people, more especially, of the parish priests. It is

worth mentioning here about the cooperation of the

Religious sisters in Vandavasi and Cheyyar.

Fr. Jose, Legal Cell, Diocese of Vellore.
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Don Bosco SIHARAM, Thiruvannamalai

Bosco Fashions :

100 job opportunities are available at our garment

production facility. We provide free training, free

accommodation and Rs. 500/- stipend during the training

period. The candidates should be above 18 years of age,

preferably girls. Experienced hands are also welcome.

Contact :

Fr. Ernest - 9943727627

Fr. Andrew - 9962734365

3E (English for Empowerment and Emplotment)

Announcing the admission for the next batch of the most

wanted exclusive training in Spoken English, Soft skills

and Basic Computing. Batch commencing on 4th February

2013. The candidates should have completed +2 or any

degree. It is six - month residential programme.

Contact :

Fr. Ernest - 9943727627

Fr. Andrew - 9962734365
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Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. S. Irudayaraj 10.01.2003

Rev. Fr. A. Robert 31.01.1996

Birthday

Rev. Fr. S. Jose Enchackal 03.01.1948

Rev. Fr. S. Clement Rosario 05.01.1966

Rev. Fr. M. John Nicholas 09.01.1959

Rev. Fr. R. Fathimanathan 10.01.1950

Rev. Fr. S. Jacob 12.01.1976

Rev. Fr. K. Arockiaraj 14.01.1979

Rev. Fr. M.A. John Velankannan 22.01.1960

Rev. Fr. A. R. Anthony Samy 27.01.1970

Rev. Fr. R. Anthony Samy 26.01.1952

Rev. Fr. S. Arul Prabakaran 30.01.1980

Intentions

Let us pray that in this Year of Faith Christians may

deepen their knowledge of the mystery of Christ and

witness joyfully to the gift of faith in him.

Let us pray that the Christian communities of the Middle

East, often discriminated against, may receive from the

Holy Spirit the strength of fidelity and perseverance.

Calendar

01 Tue B.V.M, Mother of God
02 Wed Sts. Basil & Gregory
03 Thu Most Holy Name of Jesus
04 Fri St. Elizebeth
05 Sat St. John Neumann
06 Sun Epiphany of the Lord
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13 Sun Baptism of the Lord
17 Thu St. Antony Abb.,
20 Sun 2nd Ordinary Sunday
21 Mon St. Agnes
22 Tue St. Vincent
24 Thu St. Francis de Sales
25 Fri Conversion of St. Paul
26 Sat Sts. Timothy & Titus
27 Sun 3rd Ordinary Sunday
28 Mon St. Thomas Aquinas
31 Thu St. John Bosco

Necrology

Rev. Fr. Venantius Villanova SDB 03.01.1988
Rev. Fr. Joseph Sandanam SDB 05.01.1987
Rev. Fr. K. M. Sebastian 07.01.2011
Rev. Fr. Theo M. Andreas SDB 08.01.1968
Rev. Fr. I. Gnana Manickam 11.01.1985
Rev. Fr. K. S. George 13.01.2000
Rev. Fr. Eligius Cinato SDB 15.01.1964
Rev. Fr. A. Thomas 17.01.1989
Rev. Fr. Joseph Jeswanthraj SDB 24.01.2007
Rev. Fr. A. Periyanayagam 26.01.2006
Rev. Fr. K. C. Mathew 29.01.1980
Rev. Fr. Consantine Vendrame SDB 30.01.1957
Rev. Fr. Bagavantharaj SDB 31.01.1995


